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A UNIQUE FORWARD TRAVEL 4WD JOURNEY

NEW SOUTH WALES 
DISCOVER THE WONDERS OF OUR OWN BACKYARD

12 DAYS FROM $7,695 PER PERSON

TRAVEL BY 
4WD WITH JUST 

4 PEOPLE PER 
VEHICLE



2   1300 738 168

 
       SOME OF OUR TOUR HIGHLIGHTS INCLUDE  

 9 Travel by 4WD Landcruisers with just 4 people per vehicle 
 9 Access remote areas in comfort with an experienced driver/guide.
 9 Watch the full moon rise over the incredible Mungo World Heritage site 

where human existence dates back over 40,000 years
 9 See the Darling River flowing for the first time in years
 9 Be amazed and inspired by the Art Silos rejuvenating regional towns
 9 Support regional communities after drought, fire, flood and lockdown
 9 Drive the entire length of the iconic Darling River Run
 9 Explore the quirky and historic Broken Hill
 9 Follow the history and trail of Burke and Wills
 9 Cross the Dingo fence and stand on the corner of 3 States
 9 Have an authentic campfire dinner under a coolabah tree 
 9 Go back in time on a Paddle steamer cruise along the Darling River
 9 Opal fossicking in Australia’s oldest commercial Opal field.
 9 See the world’s oldest fishing traps in Brewarrina, 40,000 years
 9 Bird watch in one of Australia’s most important breeding areas
 9 Take a guided stargaze in Australia’s only ‘Dark Sky Park’
 9 Savour delicious wine and local food at a vineyard lunch in Mudgee

Darling River cruising

On April 6th Josh Sheard got up at 6am to watch water. Josh owns the pub in Pooncarie, 1,125km west of Sydney, and it was the 1st time 
in 2 years water had flowed the 1,472km of The Darling River to reach Pooncarie, on the way to meeting the Murray River just down the 
road. The water in the river is his lifeblood and finally there was water. Normally water means travellers, which means business, but not this 
time, not in lockdown. Pooncarie’s a small town, and as Josh said, “there’s only so much a town of 40 can drink.”
We decided that when we could travel again, we’d go to Pooncarie and Buy a Beer from Josh. We’d love you to come with me.  
We think we should use this opportunity to travel local, support the locals and talk to the locals.
Rose & David, Founders and Directors, Forward Travel.
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SUPPORTING REGIONAL COMMUNITIES
 

Our regional communities are doing it tough. Droughts, fires, and floods have all caused havoc, and then the virus 
came and they lost tourism as well. Part of our hope for these tours is to support the communities we visit. We want 
to meet and mingle with the locals, get an understanding of their lives, and spend money in their local businesses. 

Supporting bush businesses is a simple way to invest in the future of our rural communities.

SKIP THE AIRPORT, LEAVE YOUR PASSPORT AT HOME  
AND TRAVEL BY 4WD AROUND NSW 

 
Now is the perfect time to discover the spectacular places and fantastic people in New South Wales.

We’re making it easy and exciting on our exclusive 4WD journey capturing the diverse scenery and history 
from Sydney through the Riverina, across the Murray, up the Darling and through the Outback.  

Visit places you’ve never heard of, be inspired by what you find and support our regional communities.

● Tibooburra

●  Broken Hill

● Pooncarie

● Mungo NP

● Wentworth

● Hay

● Macquarie Marshes

● Coonabarabran

● Mudgee

● Parkes

● Weethalle

● Some highlighted stops in orange

● White Cliffs

Bourke ●
● Brewarrina

Rankin Springs ●
Trentham Cliffs ●

● Overnight stops in blue

● Tilpa

● Cameron Corner
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SILO ART PROJECT AND WATER TOWER COLLECTION  
The Australian Silo Art Movement and Water Tower Collection is the largest outdoor gallery in the world, stretching over 7,500 km with 35 silos, 
and 60 water towers  so far and many more to come. It’s a great drawcard to encourage people to travel to places  
they have never heard of and help boost the local economies as well. 

DAY 1. SYDNEY TO PARKES
Meet your fellow travellers and head 
west across the Blue Mountains to 
our first Silo Art work in Portland. Silo 
Art began in 2015 and has been 
rejuvenating rural towns across 
Australia, and is now the largest 
outdoor gallery in the World. We’ll visit 
several silos on our journey.
A short drive takes us to Bathurst and 
into the Gold Rush era of Cobb & Co. 
coaches. In 1862 Bathurst became the 
headquarters of Cobb & Co, once 
the world’s largest coach network, 
travelling 45,000km each week, with 
600 horses harnessed every day. 
Continue to Parkes for our overnight 
stay. Here we’ll visit ‘The Dish’, the 
CSIRO Radio Telescope famous for 
bringing images of the 1st moon 
landing to Earth, (with assistance from 
HoneYsuckle Creek, near Canberra). 
Less famous is The King’s Castle, 
Australia’s very own Elvis museum, 
created by the orIginal Yellow Wiggle, 
Greg Page.
Overnight Parkes
Meals: L

DAY 2. ART SILOS,  SELBY ORGANIC 
FARM, COUNTRY SUNSET IN HAY  
Driving south, into The Riverina, we’ll 
visit impressive Art Silos in Grenfell, 
and Weethalle on the way to Rankin 
Springs.  
We call in to Ron and Andrea on their 
Certified Organic sheep and grain 
farm. They’ll walk us around the home 
paddock and share their life on the 
farm, their environmental approach, 
and coping with things out of their 
control. Have a cuppa and scones and 
take in the beautiful rolling hills of the 
Cocopaira Ranges.  
Driving west to Hay, the country 
spreads, and the sky seems to get 
bigger. We know the perfect place to 
see our first ‘big sky’ sunset with the full 
spectrum of colours as the sun sets over 
the plains. 
Overnight Hay 
Meals: BL

DAY 3. SHEAR OUTBACK,  OUTBACK 
VILLAGES, WENTWORTH 
Hay was one of Australia’s major wool 
growing areas, and a visit to the Shear 
Outback centre takes to you into the 
rich life in the wool industry in early 

NSW.  We’ll take the backroad through 
seemingly endless saltbush plains, that 
are home to over 50 farming families. 
Tiny villages are the social hub for many 
of the large outback stations, where life 
can often be lonely. We’ll have lunch 
at The Homebush Hotel at Penarie, a 
true back country pub, complete with 
kangaroos wandering by.  
The pub opened in 1878 and is still the 
mainstay of the local community. The 
famous bar, with its huge central open 
fireplace, character filled “shearing 
board” mural, and local artefacts 
has been home to many a trapper, 
teamster, drover, shearer, truckie, 
mailman, traveller and ‘local’ over the 
past 142 years. Follow the Murray River 
to Trentham Estate, is a family-owned 
winery on the banks of the Murray River. 
Enjoy an afternoon wine tasting by the 
river before we head to Wentworth.  
In the late 1800’s Wentworth was the 
largest river port in Australia with over 
400 boats plying the Murray and the 
Darling Rivers, which meet here. 
Overnight Wentworth 
Meals: BL 

Hay Sunset Viewing 

Grenfell Weethalle Portland   
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DAY 4. MEETNG OF THE MURRAY AND 
DARLING RIVERS,  MUNGO NP
In April this year, the Darling River 
flowed all the way from its catchment in 
Queensland, to the Murray River for the 
first time in 2 years.  
We take a walk along the banks of the 
junction of the rivers – a culmination 
of water from Queensland, NSW 
and Victoria as they head for lake 
Alexandrina and the Southern Ocean 
in South Australia.  
Time to visit the Pioneer museum, with 
fossilised remains of megafauna dating 
back 1.8m years as well as over 3,000 
local artefacts.

We’ll start our drive along The Darling 
River Run, which we will follow its entire 
length to Bourke... with some detours. 
Today’s drive takes us into the desert to 
explore the starkly beautiful landscape 
of ancient dry lake basins and sand 
formations in Mungo National Park, 
part of Willandra Lakes World Heritage 
Area. This ancient land is a precious 
window to the past and home to the 
world’s oldest ritual human burial site. 
in 1968 and 1974 human remains found 

here confirmed people had been living 
here for over 40,000 years. Learn how 
the Aboriginal culture stayed strong to 
care for Country in the face of extreme 
climate change that dried up the lakes 
and changed the whole landscape.  
We have specifically chosen the dates 
so you can savour the thrill of watching 
a full moon rise over the unbelievable 
Walls of China rock formation and stay 
at Mungo Lodge to enjoy the sky all 
night. Relax by an open fire or relax 
under the stars on the outdoor deck. 
Overnight Mungo Lodge
Meals: BD

DAY 5. KINCHEGA NP, MENINDEE LAKES  
BROKEN HILL 
Travel along the Darling River to 
Pooncarie, where we’ll buy a beer from 
Josh, who owns the Pooncarie Pub, 
and have a chat, as promised in our 
inro. Explore  Kinchega National Park, 
featuring the mesmerising Menindee 
lake system with its wonderful array of 
birdlife and haunting river red gums 
rising from the water. Visit the historic 
Kinchega Woolshed and Old Kinchega 
Homestead for a taste of the area’s 

pastoral heritage and enjoy a billy tea 
with the Barkindji Aboriginal Elders. 
Visit the Burke & Wills campsite and stop 
for a drink at Maidens pub where they 
stopped too on their ill-fated trip. Drive 
to Broken Hill a dinner at Mario’s Palace 
Hotel, featured in Priscilla, Queen of 
the Desert, to see the famous murals for 
ourselves.
Overnight Broken Hill
Meals: BD
 
DAY 6. BROKEN HILL 
Broken Hill, the birthplace of BHP, was 
first city given heritage status. It has 
a unique blend of pioneering and 
mining history, with a quirky culture and 
many colourful characters. You can 
choose to tour Broken Hill’s highlights 
including Pro Hart Gallery, the Line of 
Lode Lookout and Miners Memoria. 
then head out of town for the outback 
sculptures and the famous town of 
Silverton, with one of the most iconic 
pubs in Australia, 20km west. Or you 
can tour Mutawintji NP for exceptional 
rock art rich in Aboriginal history.  
Overnight Broken Hill
Meals: B

Kinchega National ParkDrinking with locals in Silverton

AUTHENTIC OUTBACK PUBS  
We’ll stop for a cool drink in a few iconic historic pubs. These are not just a watering hole, they’re often the centre of the community, which 
can stretch for 100s of kms. They have many ‘hats’and can also be the post office, general store, cafe, church, airport lounge and even police 
stations. They provide social settings for farmers, stockmen, truckies and travellers, and are a integral part of the Australian story.

Penarie Tibooburra Tilpa
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DAY 7 . MILPARINKA, DEPOT GLEN 
TIBOOBURRA
Depart Broken Hill through the Barrier 
range on the Silver City Highway via 
Packsaddle for Milparinka and the 
Albert Hotel. Appreciate this once 
thriving gold mining town at the 
restored Milparinka Heritage Precinct, 
and Depot Glen, where Captain Sturt 
spent 6 mths waiting for rain, and where 
he abandoned the full-size whaleboat 
he had hauled across Australia with the 
intention of using it to row across the 
continent’s ‘inland sea’. A short drive 
takes us to Tibooburra where you can 
see a full size replica of the boat and 
ponder how different it was to travel in 
1845, with no maps, guides, or Google. 
Here, in this most remote NSW desert 
town, surrounded by 450 million-year-
old granite tors, on the edge of the 
huge Sturt National Park you really feel 
as though you are in the heart of the 
desert.  We check out the Tibooburra 
pubs and considerable town and 
mining history before overnight here. 
Overnight Tibooburra
Meals: B

DAY 8 . STURT DESERT, CAMERON 
CORNER, DINGO FENCE, WHITE CLIFFS
Today is a great day for scenery, 
photography and history as we head 
into the Sturt Desert, an enormous arid 
landscape of space and solitude. The 
rolling red-sand dunes of the Strzelecki 
desert ripple through the western 
section, graduating past surprising 
ethereal wetlands surrounded by white 
sands. Cross the Grey Range with a 
stop at Fort Grey, where Charles Sturt 
built his provisions stockade for his 
inland expeditions. Cross the iconic 
Dingo Fence; the world’s longest fence, 
stretching over 5,000km. The fence 
was constructed in the 1880’s to keep 
roaming Dingoes of the north and west 
out of the pastoral lands of NSW. Thanks 
to the protection of the dingo-proof 
fence, there are large populations of 
western grey and red kangaroos in 
the area. Close the fence and drive 
to Cameron Corner, where NSW, SA & 
QLD meet. Return to Tibooburra and 
travel to Travel to White Cliffs, Australia’s 
oldest commercial opal mine, famous 
for rare, spiky shaped ‘pineapple’ 
opals. It is also the site of Australia’s first 
solar power station. 

Try your hand at opal fossicking, and 
if that doesn’t work, buy some ready 
polished ones. 
Overnight Underground in White Cliffs. 
Meals: BLD 

DAY 9. DARLING RIVER RUN, BOURKE
Re-join the Darling River Run via 
Wilcannia, home to beautiful sandstone 
architecture, and once a bustling 
port for paddle steamers. Follow the 
river through Louth & Tilpa - with a 
cuppa and tour at the famous Dunlop 
sheep Station, once covering a million 
acres. It has a staggering 45 stand 
shearing shed which was the first to use 
mechanical shears. Delve into the big 
wool and sheep station history of this 
region. Be some of the few visitors to 
take a gentle and peaceful walk in the 
isolated Gundabooka National Park to 
see the unique Aboriginal rock art. Then 
it’s a short drive to Bourke. 
Overnight Bourke 
Meals: BL

The Darling River Run is one 
of Australia's most iconic touring 
routes encompassing some of the best 
experiences, destinations, and attractions 
of Outback NSW. ... This memorable 
road trip is rich in history of pioneering 
days, showcases impressive scenery and 
highlights indigenous history and culture.

The Darling River

Dingo Fence Sturt NP Sturt Desert Pea
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The Darling River

DAY 10.  BOURKE
The impressive ‘Back O’Bourke’ centre 
showcases the early days of Bourke 
and beyond. Discover the ‘Outback’ 
life of Henry Lawson, the search for an 
inland sea. Marvel at the stories of the 
‘women of the west’ including Nancy 
Bird, who flew an air ambulance here 
in the 1930’s.  Stop by the 110 year 
old Morrall’s bakery for a pie or pastry, 
follow the Heritage Trail through town, 
or visit the grave of Fred Hollows. Cruise 
along the Darling on an historic paddle 
boat to recall the river boat history.
In recent years Bourke has undergone 
a remarkable revitalisation and is now 
a shining light in positive indigenous 
opportunities. Take a cultural walk to 
learn about the history of Aboriginal 
people in Bourke and the personal 
connection formed with the land and 
it’s richness. 
Tonight we’ll join a campfire dinner 
under a coolabah tree, (hopefully) 
under a starlit sky, with plenty of music, 
poetry, and storytelling all about 
outback of Australia.
Overnight Bourke.  
Meals: BLD  

DAY 11 . BREWARRINA,  MACQUARIE 
MARSHES,  WARRUMBUNGLES,
We head to the 40,000-year-old 
Brewarrina Aboriginal Fish Traps, one 
of the oldest man-made structures 
on earth, and they still work! This 
elaborate network of rock weirs and 
pools stretches half a kilometre and 
was built to catch fish as they swam 
upstream. Continue to The Macquarie 
Marshes, a UNESCO registered site of 
outstanding value as one of the most 
important wetland areas in the world. 
It is one of the most crucial breeding 
sites for waterbirds in Australia, with 77 
species, along with over 150 other birds, 
as well as fish, turtles, frogs, snakes and 
mammals.  
Take the scenic road to the beautiful 
Warrumbungles for a delightful 
bush walk with wonderful views of 
The Breadknife. We have a tour of 
Siding Springs Observatory, home 
to Australia’s largest telescope. The 
Warrumbungles is Australia’s only 
Dark Sky Park, meaning it is our only 
Internationally recognised park with 
an exceptional quality of starry nights 
and an environment specifically 

protected for its scientific, natural, 
educational, cultural heritage, and 
public enjoyment. 
Overnight. Coonabarabran
Meals: BLD

DAY 12 . GULGONG, MUDGEE, SYDNEY
Drive through Dunedoo, known for its 
poetry, hospitality, and name, on the 
way to Gulgong - the town that was on 
the $10 note. This small village from the 
gold rush days is a delight to take in the 
regional history and historic buildings. 
We are now a short drive to Mudgee 
where we’ll taste some local wines and 
have lunch in a vineyard. Drive back to 
Sydney
Meals: BL

Macquarie Marshes

Warrumbungles

Brewarrina Fish Traps
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TO BOOK YOUR PLACE:
Please call 1300 738 168, or email 
enquiries@forwardtravel.com.au  
with any questions and to book your 
place.

2020 departures
A $250 per person deposit is due within 7 
days of booking. 
Balance is due 30 days before departure.

2021 trips.
A15% deposit is due within 10 days of 
booking. Balance is due 60 days before 
departure.
 
We will send you a booking form to be  
completed and returned along with a copy 
of the information page of your passport, 
or other form of photo ID., 

Deposits are non refundable so we 
suggest you take out suitable travel 
insurance . 

Please see the website for full terms and 
conditions. www.forwardtravel.com.au

THIS TRIP A GUARANTEED DEPARTURE?
Our 4WD trips operate with minimum 2 
people per vehicle. Trips that use small 
buses require min 6 people to operate.

TRAVEL INSURANCE
Suitable personal travel insurance is 
recommended. We can arrange this 
for you.

BORDERS 
We’re hoping the state borders will be 
open so we can cross to Victoria, South 
Australia and Queensland to visit some 
impressive places as well. 
If Victoria is closed we’ll have another 
night in Wentworth, and if South Aus-
tralia is closed we’ll have an extra night 
in Broken Hill.
 
RETURNING TRAVELLERS:
If you have travelled with us before 
and would like to join this trip, you will 
receive a $150 loyalty credit. Make sure 
you let us know when booking.

CHANGES TO ITINERARY: 
Due to the unpredictable nature of travelling 
to remote areas, our itineraries are flexible 
and may change due to local conditions. 

PRICE PER PERSON:

We travel by 4WD vehicles and have up to 4 people in each vehicle, with your own driver/
guide. We will cap each departure at 3 vehicles to keep it nice and small.

Price per person is: $7,995
Get a group of 4 and save $300 per person.
Get your own 4WD for 2 people at pay $8,495 per person.
Single supplement is $795

PRICE INCLUDES:
 9 Travel in 4WD Landcruisers with 4 guests per vehicle
 9 and a limit of 12 travellers per departure.
 9 Professional Driver/Guide in each vehicle
 9 11 nights Hotel/Motel Accommodation with private ensuites
 9 Most meals: Breakfast daily, most lunches and dinners 

(We include meals when there’s limited choice, and encourage you to explore on 
your own where there are more options)

 9 All National Park entry fees (and there’s plenty of them)
 9 Lots of wild wildlife and endless scenery
 9 Visit Art silos at Portland, Grenfell, Weethalle, Sea Lake, Coonamble
 9 Gold Rush and Cobb & Co history in Bathurst
 9 Parkes CSIRO Radio Telescope (The Dish) and King of the Castle Elvis museum
 9 Shearers Hall of Fame in Hay
 9 Take the back road through tiny villages where a church or pub is the whole village
 9 Junction of The Murray and The Darling in Wentworth, and the Pioneer museum
 9 Mungo NP for Full Moon, Walls of China, indigenous history and rituals
 9 Menindee Lakes NP for Burke & Wills history and Camp, Wetland birds
 9 Kinchega NP: Shearing shed, drowned lake
 9 Broken Hill & Silverton: Pro Hart Gallery and mine tour, Mining & railway museums
 9 Packsaddle & Milparinka historic site and Depot Glen & Pooles Grave
 9 Cross the Dingo Fence and explore the Sturt desert
 9 Stand on the border of NSW,SA and QLD at Cameron’s Corner
 9 Stay overnight in White Cliffs, Australia’s oldest opal mining field 
 9 Drive The Darling River Run from Wentworth to Bourke
 9 Guided tour and cuppa at historic Dunlop Station, once a million acres.
 9 Gundabooka NP walk and hidden Aboriginal rock art
 9 Explore Historic Bourke: Back O’Bourke Centre, Campfire Dinner,  

Paddleboat cruise and Cultural tour.
 9 Guided tour along the 40,000 year old fish traps by a local elder
 9 Overnight at Macquarie Marshes wetlands for great bird watching
 9 Drive and walk in the Warrumbungles NP and tour Sidings Spring Observatory
 9 Guided tour of the night sky at a private observatory
 9 Mudgee wine tasting and winery lunch

STARTS / FINISHES IN SYDNEY
(pick up location/s to be advised when tour bookings are finalised)  

WOULD YOU LIKE TO START IN A DIFFERENT CITY OR TOWN?
We can start the journey in other places too, and tailor it to specific interests. 
Call us to talk about what ideas of you have, and we we can arrange it for you

TOUR DATES 2020 
01 AUG- 12 AUG 
30 AUG - 10 SEP
29 SEP -  10 OCT
29 OCT - 09 NOV
27 NOV - 08 DEC
27 DEC - 07 JAN

TOUR DATES 2021
26JAN - 06 FEB
24 FEB - 07 MAR
26 MAR - 06 APR
24 APR - 05 MAY
23 MAY - 03 JUN 

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC

AVG TEMP 27 26 24 19 14 11 10 12 15 19 22 25

AVG MIN 19 19 17 12 8 6 5 6 8 12 15 18

AVG MAX 34 33 31 25 20 17 16 18 22 26 30 33

AVG RAIN 35 29 33 26 31 21 24 22 22 32 21 24

THE AVERAGE IS ACROSS 4 OF THE MAIN PLACES WE VISIT. TEMPERATURE IS SHOWN IN CELSIUS. RAINFALL IS SHOWN IN MM
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SPIRIT SAFARIS - OUR TOURING PARTNER
Our regional communities are doing it tough. Droughts, fires, and floods have all caused havoc, and then the virus came 
and they lost tourism as well. Part of our hope for these tours is to support the communities we visit. We want to meet and 

mingle with the locals, get an understanding of their lives, and spend money in their local businesses. Supporting bush 
businesses is a simple way to invest in the future of our rural communities.

Our trips  
operate 
with just 
2 people

 9 Luxury 4WD GXL Landcruisers
 9 Local guides and Elders 
 9 Affordable, Inspiring, Relaxing
 9 Small, Personal & Private tours
 9 NOT a bus, a REAL 4WD Tour
 9 Exclusive remote sites access
 9 Expert, Professional Guides
 9 24 years tours operations
 9 Long-term Aboriginal links
 9 Delicious meals & diets catered for
 9 Aboriginal Art at source
 9 Tag Along Tour options
 9 Eco Certified T-Quality Assured
 9 Supports Outback Kids programs
 9 Supports Aust’n Wildlife Conservancy

Real 4WD touring

We have chosen Spirit Safaris to operate our exclusive Forward Travel Australian tours, and worked closely with them to 
tailor tours for you, with more to come. They match the experience we have always offred. Small, personal, tailored and away 
from the tourist trail. Spirit Safaris take you beyond merely seeing places, to find understanding of the land and cultures, and 
contribute to conservation of natural areas and local communities, particularly indigenous cultures. 

Australian Wildlife Conservancy 
is the largest private owner of 
land for conservation in Australia, 
protecting endangered wildlife 
across more than 6.5 million 
hectares in iconic regions such 
as the Kimberley, Cape York, Kati 
Thanda-Lake Eyre, the Top End and 
four sites in NSW.
All our Australian journeys help 
support the work of Australian 
Wildlife Conservanacy.


