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A FORWARD TRAVEL BACKYARD JOURNEY

DARLING RIVER RUN
JOURNEY ACROSS CENTRAL AND OUTBACK NSW 

8 - 19 OCTOBER 2021

Limited to 
16 travellers
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       SOME OF OUR HIGHLIGHTS INCLUDE:  

 9 Limited to just 16 travellers 
 9 Follow the Darling River’s entire journey from Walgett to Wentworth 
 9 Guided tour of Sidings Springs observatory in The Warrumbungles NP
 9 Exclusive night sky guided tour at a private observatory
 9 Guided tour and opal fossicking in Lightning Ridge
 9 Soak in the healing artesian bores
 9 Tour of the Fish Traps in Brewarrina, the oldest human made structure Earth
 9 Paddle boat cruises on The Darling River and the Murray River
 9 Cultural riverbank walk in Bourke and visit to Back O’Bourke centre
 9 Tour and morning tea at historic Dunlop Station
 9 Hosted stay at an authentic sheep station, with tour by the owner, sunset 

nibbles, bush dinner and drinks by the camp fire
 9 Have lunch at some of the most iconic and remote outback pubs
 9 Visit Bourke & Will’s last campsite before their ill-fated journey to the desert
 9 Take a 2hr bird and sunset cuise on Menindee Lakes
 9 Guided tour in the incredible Mungo World Heritage site
 9 See the Darling and Murray rivers meet
 9 Sunset visit to the Broken Hill Living Desert Sculpture trail 
 9 Guided tour to rock art in Mutawintji National Park
 9 Dinner at Palace Hotel in Broken Hill
 9 1st Class XPT Train travel from Broken Hill to Sydney
 9 Guided night sky photography and star gazing in the outback
 9 Winery lunches in Mudgee and Wentworth
 9 Breakfast daily, 4 lunches and 2 dinners 
 9 Comfortable hotel/motel accommodation with private facilities
 9 Personally escorted by Forward Travel co-founder, Rose Toohey
 9 Spacious and comfortable 24 seater bus

The Darling River is flowing fuller and faster than in recent memory. The Outback is alive with wildflowers. The 
Menindee Lakes are filling for the first time in years bringing thousands of birds to their tranquil waters. 
We’re setting out to explore Central and Outback NSW on our very own Darling River Run.  
Come with us across a vast landscape, filled with history, culture, literature and adventure. This is the 
quintessential outback, written about by Lawson and Patterson. It’s filled with flora, fauna, triumph, tragedy 
and outback characters. It has wondrous skies, endless plains and is home to the oldest living culture on 
Earth. 

Join our Co-founder Rose, to meet the locals, hear their stories, and learn more about of our own backyard. 
Our 12 day journey will be a grand experience, from the stars above to the opals below, from dry plains to 
flooded lakes, and ancient culture to modern ingenuity. We look Forward to sharing it with you.

● Brewarrina

 Dunlop Station ● 

● Mungo National Park

●  Warrumbungles 

● Walgett

● Some highlighted stops in pink 

DAY 3. SCENIC TOURING - PRIVATE 
OBSERVATORY AND SKY TOUR
Explore the scenic Warrumbungle’s, 
taking in some of the sights that have 
put this area on the world map.  Our drive 
combines views and lookouts with easy 
walks on a spectacular day trip. Highlights 
include a wonderful panorama over 
the ‘crooked’ mountains across to the 
impressive Breadknife and Belougery Split 
Rock. If anyone is interested, there is an  
option for an extended day hike instead.
This evening we have an exclusive visit 
to a private observatory for some guided 
star gazing. This is a really special 
experience. Our guide has built his 
own observatory and loves sharing his 
knowledge & excitement with everyone. 
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch

DAY 4. WALGETT - LIGHTNING RIDGE
Heading north we touch on the Pilliga 
National Park, a vast forest of rugged 
natural beauty on an epic scale. With 
striking landscapes and stunning 
sandstone formations and caves, the 
Pilliga stretches for more than half a 
million hectares. There’s time to stop for 
a cuppa in Walgett, before continuing to 
Lightning Ridge, home of the Black Opal 
and healing artesian bore baths.  This 
afternoon we explore the opal mines, 
history of the town, and have the chance 
to fossick for our own opals. Our cabins 
are across the road from the artesian 
bores, so this evening you can relax and 
let the water soothe your aches while 
gazing at the starry night sky above.
Meals: Breakfast

DAY 5. BREWARRINA - BOURKE
An early morning departure returns us 
to Walgett so we can officially, start at 
the very beginning of our ‘Darling River 
Run’. A paddle-steamer port in the 
1800s, Walgett is of deep significance 
for Aboriginal people and was written 
about by Banjo Patterson. Our first stop 
down river is Brewarrina, one of the most 
important indigenous meeting points for 
thousands of years. The Brewarrina Fish 
Traps (Ngunnhu) are estimated to be the 
oldest man-made structure on earth. Our 
guided tour shares the history, Dreamtime 
legends and traditional methods, some of 
which are still in use today. 
A short drive takes us to Bourke, a healing 
and resting place where we have 2 nights, 
to cover some of the many scenic, cultural 
and historic places to see and understand. 
This afternoon we’ll gain a deeper 
understanding of the indigenous culture 
by walking with locals on a trail along the 
riverbanks. The walk delves into the rich 
history of the Aboriginal people;  the land, 
and spiritual connection to the waterways 
that surround their community.
Meals: Breakfast

FRIDAY 08 OCTOBER  
DAY 1. SYDNEY - MUDGEE - GULGONG
From Sydney we head west across the 
mountains to Mudgee, with a detour at 
Wentworth Falls to visit Govett’s Leap, 
one of our favourite lookouts in the 
Mountains. We’ll start our journey with 
a welcome lunch a fantastic Mudgee 
winery and look Forward to our exciting 
days ahead. From here it’s a short drive 
to Gulgong, the historic town on the $10 
note where we stay tonight. The Gulgong 
Pioneers Museum has one of the finest 
collections of ‘Australiana’ in the country, 
with a seemingly endless rabbit warren 
of Australian history and artefacts. Soak 
up the history with the signposted walk 
around town with over 60 of the 130 
heritage buildings still standing.
MEALS: LUNCH

DAY 2: EMU FARM - WARRUMBUNGLES
Follow the country roads to of one of 
the few emu farms open to the public. 
Meet and feed the emus and hear about 
this global export industry over morning 
tea with the owners. The scenery is 
beautiful as we take a leisurely drive to 
the mystical Warrumbungles, Australia’s 
only international Dark Sky Park. The 
park has been handpicked and is a 
protected environment, celebrated for its 
exceptional starry nights. It is home to 
Australia’s largest optical telescopes. We 
have a guided tour of the observatory this 
afternoon to learn about the universe and 
exploration work being done here.
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch

The Breadknife,
Warrumbungles 

National Park

Mudgee ●

● Mutawintji National Park

● Overnight stops in black

AUTHENTIC OUTBACK PUBS

We’ll stop for a cool drink or lunch in a few 
iconic and historic pubs. More than just a 
watering hole, pubs are often the centre of 
the community, which can stretch for 100s 
of kms. They can also be the post office, 
general store, cafe, church, airport lounge 
and even police stations. They provide social 
settings for farmers, stockmen, truckies 
and travellers, and are a integral part of the 
Australian story.
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DAY 6. BOURKE - DARLING CRUISE
This morning, cruise along the river on the 
Jandra Paddle Vessel. Be informed and 
entertained with river life, flora, fauna 
and the history of the riverboat era. The 
remainder of the day is yours to explore 
and enjoy Bourke as you please. Visit the 
Fred Hollows Vision Way, Poets Corner, 
the Historic Cemetery or the Nancy Bird 
Air Terminal. There are plenty of historic 
buildings well over 100 years old. Of 
particular interest is the Court House 
built in 1900 at the cost of 9,500 pounds, 
which is the farthest inland Maritime 
Court in Australia.
The local Bourke Aboriginal Artists 
gallery showcases local artists who paint 
and carve using traditional and modern 
techniques. 
Meals: Breakfast

DAY 7:  SHEEP STATIONS
Drive an hour south-east to the once 
bustling river port of Louth, now a tranquil 
hamlet on the banks of the Darling. 
Louth’s origins wind back to 1862, when 
an enterprising Irishman built a pub to 
service the passing river trade and named 
the tiny settlement after his home town 
in Ireland.
The nearby Dunlop Station once sprawled 
over nearly 400,000 hectares (one million 
acres) and was the first shed in the world 
to use mechanical shearing, back in 1888. 
Our tour and morning tea takes us to the 
shed and store from 1880. Nearby is the 
320,000 acre Trilby Station, a working 
sheep station, where the owner Liz and 
her family welcome us for an authentic 
stay. 
Take a walk with Liz to understand the 
lifestyle and rewards in such a remote 
place. Enjoy drinks and nibbles as the 
sun sets on the distant horizon before 
savouring a proper bush dinner. Sit 
around the fire to hear and tell stories 
as the night sky lights up the darkness. 
Bring your cameras to capture the 
constellations or just look through the 
telescope to see the universe up close.
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, dinner

DAY 8. TILPA - WILCANNIA - MENINDEE
After a leisurely morning we’ll visit the 
historic Tilpa Hotel, considered one of the 
last true bush pubs in Australia. Have a 
wander around to find the memorial to 
Harry ‘Breaker’ Morant, who worked in 
the region. Stop for lunch in Wilcannia, 
once Australia’s third largest inland port, 
busting with camels, gold prospectors and 
jostling river traffic. 
Heading south we reach Menindee, the 

tiny outpost that was the first town 
established on the Darling River and 
became a lifeline for early European 
explorers. The unreliability of the water 
flow was problematic even back then, 
with one paddle steamer taking three 
years to reach Bourke from Morgan in 
South Australia. The Kinchega National 
Park, is home to the mesmerising 
Menindee Lake system with its wonderful 
array of birdlife and haunting river red 
gums rising from the water. The lakes 
have been used for water storage, with 
Thee Murray Darling Basin controlling 
the water flow once it rises above 640 
GL until it drops below 480 GL, when it 
reverts to NSW control. (Sydney Harbour 
holds 500GL). 2020 saw the first major 
flush of water after many years of 
drought, and heavy rains this year will 
see even more water in the lakes, leading 
to an abundance of wildlife.  Menindee 
is also a key of the legendary Burke and 
Wills story, as it was their last stop before 
their ill-fated expedition into the Outback. 
With the amazing reflections and the 
ghost like figures of the River Red Gums 
Menindee Lakes has become famous for 
its sunsets, so late this afternoon we take 
a cruise to enjoy the peaceful calm of the 
late afternoon. Watch the last golden rays 
of the outback sun set behind the River 
Red Gums & enjoy this magic time of day. 
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch

DAY 9. KINCHEGA WOOLSHED- MUNGO  
NP- WENTWORTH
No visit to the area is complete without 
exploring the beautiful, Kinchega 
Woolshed. Built in 1875 of corrugated 
iron and river red gum, the historic shed 
is a vast and very well preserved piece of 

Meeting of the rivers

Australian pastoral heritage, with 6 million 
sheep being sheared here over 97 years of 
operation. From here the wide unsealed road 
follows the historic banks of the Darling, 
to the welcoming oasis of Pooncarie, the 
northern gateway to Mungo National Park, 
famous for Mungo Man and Mungo Lady, 
buried 42,000 years ago, proving Aboriginal 
people to be the oldest living culture on 
earth. 
A land of striking desert landmarks, with 
towering scenery such as the Walls of 
China, fossil-rich formations carved from 
the remnants of an ancient inland sea. 
Mungo NP is one of the most important 
archaeological sites in Australia. Our 
indigenous led guided tour gives us access to 
restricted areas and story-telling. We’ll walk 
in the dunes and hear the remarkable story 
of how a culture stayed strong and cared 
for Country in the face of extreme climate 
change that dried up the lakes that were the 
lifeblood of the region.
A relatively short drive south brings us to 
Wentworth, where our mighty Darling River 
joins the Murray and flows southwest to 
the ocean in South Australia. Walk along 
the banks and see the rivers meet. Visit the 
local museum with a surprising collection of 
local megafauna.
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch

DAY 10. MURRAY RIVER CRUISE - WINERY 
LUNCH - BROKEN HILL
Complete our Darling River Run with a 
relaxing two-hour cruise on the Murray 
River, before we celebrate our journey at 
a family-owned winery on the river bank. 
After lunch we drive to Broken Hill and visit 
the Living Desert Reserve, a stunning display 
of 12 spectacular sandstone sculptures on 
a hilltop. There are breathtaking panoramic 

views over the plains and as the sunsets 
it is clear to see why this is one of the key 
unforgettable Broken Hill experience.
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch

DAY 11. BROKEN HILL - MUTAWINTJI
Our last day in the outback starts with 
touring through some of Broken Hill’s 
heritage listed architecture with the option 
to visit some galleries or museums. This 
afternoon we head to Mutawintji National 
Park. Mutawintji is a diverse park with 
rugged, colourful gorges, rockpools and 
creek beds lined with red gums. The rock 
art is superb; one of the best collections 
in Australia, and our aboriginal guided tour 
will take us to restricted areas, giving us a 
great insight to culture and country.
 
Tonight we have dinner at the Palace 
Hotel, one of Broken Hill’s most famous 
buildings. Built in 1889 as a coffee 
palace, it was unprofitable and became a 
licensed hotel in 1892. The hotel, and its 
famous murals were featured in the 1994 
Australian iconic movie, Priscilla Queen of 
the Desert. It’s a fitting place to mark the 
end of our road trip too.
Meals: Breakfast, Dinner

DAY 12. TRAIN TO SYDNEY
Have an early breakfast before being 
dropped off at the train station for 
your journey back to Sydney. The XPT 
travels across the plains and your first-
class seat gives you the best and most 
comfortable view of the plains and 
mountains pass by.
Train departs Broken Hill  07:45 
Train arrivies Sydney   21:38
Meals: Breakfast
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TO BOOK YOUR PLACE:
Please call 1300 738 168, or email 
enquiries@forwardtravel.com.au  
with any questions and to book your 
place.

A $300 per person deposit is due within 3 
days of booking. 
Balance is due 45 days before departure.

We will send you a booking form to be  
completed and returned along with a copy 
fof some form of photo ID, eg: passport 
or Driver’s License.

Deposits are non refundable so we 
suggest you take out suitable travel 
insurance . 

Please see the website for full terms and 
conditions. www.forwardtravel.com.au

IS THIS TRIP A GUARANTEED DEPARTURE?
We require a minimum of 6 people to 
operate the trip as described.

TRAVEL INSURANCE
Suitable personal travel insurance is 
recommended. We can arrange this for 
you.

STATE BORDERS 
We’re hoping the state borders will 
remain open be open so we can cross 
from NSW to Victoria and return.
 
CHANGES TO ITINERARY: 
Due to the unpredicatable nature ofd 
travelling, our itineraries are flexible and 
may change due to local conditions.

PRICES PER PERSON: 

TWIN SHARE:  $3,950
SINGLE:   $5,180
* NSW pension card holders can receive their discount travel for the rail fare.

PRICE INCLUDES:

 9 Guided tour of Sidings Springs observatory in The Warrumbungles NP
 9 Exclusive night sky guided tour at a private observatory
 9 Guided tour and opal fossicking in Lightning Ridge
 9 Tour of the Fish Traps in Brewarrina, the oldest human made structure Earth
 9 Paddle boat cruises on The Darling River and the Murray River
 9 Cultural riverbank walk in Bourke and visit to Back O’Bourke centre
 9 Tour and morning tea at historic Dunlop Station
 9 Hosted stay at an authentic sheep station, with tour by the owner, sunset 

nibbles, bush dinner and drinks by the camp fire
 9 Lunch at some of the most iconic and remote outback pubs
 9 Visit Bourke & Will’s last campsite before their ill-fated journey to the desert
 9 Take a 2hr bird and sunset cuise on Menindee Lakes
 9 Guided tour in the incredible Mungo World Heritage site
 9 See the Darling and Murray rivers meet
 9 Sunset visit to the Broken Hill Living Desert Sculpture trail 
 9 Guided tour to rock art in Mutawintji National Park
 9 Dinner at Palace Hotel in Broken Hill
 9 1st Class XPT Train travel from Broken Hill to Sydney
 9 Guided night sky photography and star gazing in the outback
 9 Winery lunches in Mudgee and Wentworth
 9 Breakfast daily, 4 lunches and 2 dinners 
 9 Comfortable hotel/motel accommodation with private facilities
 9 Personally escorted by Forward Travel co-founder, Rose Toohey
 9 Spacious and comfortable 24 seater bus
 9 Limited to just 16 travellers

 
FRIDAY 08 - TUESDAY 19 OCTOBER

STARTS / FINISHES IN SYDNEY 
You can extend the trip and stay longer in Broken Hill.  
Let us know before final payment so we can change the train ticket.
(pick up location/s to be advised when tour bookings are finalised)
(Approximate pick up time is 8am, and drop off time is 6pm

Book this trip and our 
Southern NSW & Victoria  
trip and save 5% on both.

PRICE INCLUDES:
 9 Genuine small group tour with maximum 15  travellers
 9 Forward Travel co-founder, David Smyth as your Driver and Tour Leader.
 9 Travel in lspacious and comfrtoable  24 seater bus
 9 7 night country hotel/motel accommodation with private bathrooms
 9 1 night at the award winning Mungo Lodge
 9 Most meals included: Breakfast & lunch daily, and a welcome dinner
 9 All entry fees
 9 Visit several Art silos and other murals along the way
 9 Follow the sotry of Ned Kelly from NSW to Victoria
 9 Gold Rush and history throught the journey,especially in Rutherglen, Beechworth
 9 Historic river life in Wenthworth, Mildura and Echuca
 9 Shearers Hall of Fame in Hay
 9 Take the back roads through tiny villages and have lunch in true outback pub
 9 Wine taste at a family run winery on the Murray River
 9 Walk along the junction of The Murray and The Darling Rivers in Wentworth
 9 Explore the historic towns in southern NSW and Victoria
 9 Sunset and hopefully mirror on Lake Tyrell Victoria’s largest salt lake
 9 Discover the amazing WWII history of Lake Boga
 9 Support regional communities after drought, fire, flood and lockdown
 9 Wine and produce tasting in Rutherglen, Corowa, and Wentworth, 

 

FRIDAY 20 -SATURDAY 28 AUGUST 

STARTS / FINISHES IN SYDNEY 
You can join us in Albury as well, and travel by train to vantage of 
the great rails fares
(pick up location/s to be advised when tour bookings are 
finalised)

PRICES PER PERSON: 

TWIN SHARE:  $2,985
SINGLE:   $3,745

You can also join our exclusive 9-day trip for a relaxing 
and rewarding journey through another part of our own 
backyard. 
Follow the winding waterways of the Murrumbidgee, 
the Murray and the Darling Rivers on our personally 
designed tour. 
Have some extra time to explore Mungo by staying 
in the award winning Mungo Lodge. Be there to 
experience the thrill of the sunset and full moon rise 
moon rise inside the park. 
Discover Lake Tyrrell in Vitoris with it’s mirror like durface 
allwoing you to ‘stand in the sky’, and Lake Boga with 
it’s amazing hidden history. Follow the gold rush and 
discover some of our hidden, historic and quirky places. 
Be seduced by the sometimes harsh and natural 
beauty of the land, and inspired by the resilient people 
who live in our regional areas. 

Book both trips and save 5% on each.

JUST 6 PLACES 
LEFT*

AS AT JUNE 1ST


