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A FORWARD TRAVEL BACKYARD JOURNEY

SOUTHERN NSW & VICTORIA 
FROM PLAINS TO RIVERS, GOLD RUSH TO DREAMTIME 

20 - 28 AUGUST 2021

Limited to 
15 travellers
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       SOME OF OUR HIGHLIGHTS INCLUDE:  

 9 See the full moon rise over the incredible Mungo World Heritage site 
 9 Explore historic towns and districts in southern NSW and northern Victoria
 9 Be amazed and inspired by the Art Silos rejuvenating regional towns
 9 See the Darling and Murray rivers meet
 9 Enjoy guided tours in Mungo National Park and Lake Tyrrell
 9 Visit Shear Outback Centre in Hay
 9 Drive across the Hay Plains - one of the world’s flattest places
 9 Take a Paddle Steamer cruise on The Murray river
 9 Whiskey distillery and olive grove visit and tasting
 9 Sunset and sunrise at Lake Tyrrell Victoria’s largest salt lake
 9 Discover the fascinating WWII history of Lake Boga
 9 Wine tasting on the Murray River and Victoria’s High Country
 9 Comfortable hotel/motel accommodation with private facilities
 9 Stay at the wonderful Mungo lodge
 9 Night sky photography and star gazing in the outback
 9 Breakfast and lunch daily plus welcome dinner on first night
 9 Personally escorted by Forward Travel co-founder,David Smyth
 9 Spacious and comfortable 24 seater bus
 9 Limited to just 15 travellers
 9 Option to start your journey in Sydney or Albury

SUPPORTING COMMUNITIES
 
Droughts, fires, floods and COVID have 
all caused havoc in the bush, and now 
they face a mice plague. We want to 
support the communities we visit. We 
want to meet and talk with the locals, 
get an understanding of their lives, and 
spend money in their local businesses. 
Buying from  bush businesses is an easy 
way to show our support for the regions.

Join our exclusive 9-day trip for a relaxing and rewarding journey through the diversity of our backyard. 
Follow the winding waterways of the Murrumbidgee, the Murray and the Darling Rivers on our exclusive 
tour. Walk in the quiet dunes where aboriginal culture quietly spanned 60,000 years, then quicken the pace 
through the frenetic & fleeting riches of the gold rush. Discover some of our hidden, historic and quirky 
places. Be seduced by the sometimes harsh and natural beauty of the land, and inspired by the resilient 
people who live in our regional areas. 

●  Wentworth

● Lake Boga

● Albury
● Echuca

Sea Lake ●

● Hay

●  Mildura

  Lake Tyrrell ●

● Rutherglen

● Jerilderie

● Mungo National Park

Glenrowan ●
● Beechworth

SILO ART MOVEMENT  
The Australian Silo Art Movement 
is the largest outdoor gallery in the 
world, stretching over 7,500 km 
with 50 silos, 60 water towers and 
many more artworks to come. It’s 
a great drawcard to lure people 
to visit places they’ve never heard 
of, help artists and boost the local 
economies as well. 

Goorambat

● Overnight stops in blue
● Some highlighted stops in pink

North of here is the Hay Plains, 
one of the three flattest places on 
Earth,(Sahara desert, and Uyuni Salt 
Flats are the other 2).Here the sky 
stretches uninterrupted from the horizon 
ahead of you to the ground behind 
you.  This afternoon we hope to see our 
first ‘big sky’ sunset with full 180 degree 
views.
Overnight Hay 
Meals: BL

DAY 3. SHEARERS HALL OF FAME, 
OUTBACK, FULL MOON IN MUNGO NP
Hay is one of Australia’s major wool 
growing areas, and the Shear Outback 
centre immerses you in the daily 
shearing life in early NSW. Here you 
can see, read and smell life in the 
shearing shed. The cook’s display is 
as fascinating as the actual shearing 
ones. (If the cafe still sells the chocolate 
covered ANZAC biscuits you should 
grab one). 
We’ll head north west along back 
roads lined with seemingly endless 
saltbush plains, and get a true sense 
of the ‘bush’ surrounding us. Pubs are 
often the lifeblood of these hidden 
communities, and we’ll have lunch at 
one of the oldest around. After lunch 
we drive into the outback to explore 
the starkly beautiful landscape of 
ancient dry lakes and sand formations 
in Mungo National Park.

The park is part of Willandra Lakes World 
Heritage Area. This ancient land is a 
precious window to the past and home 
to the world’s oldest ritual human burial 
site. In 1968 and 1974 human remains 
found here confirmed Aboriginal 
people had been living here for over 
60,000 years.  

We have specifically chosen the dates 
so you can savour the thrill of watching 
a full moon rise over the unbelievable 
Walls of China rock formation and stay 
at Mungo Lodge to enjoy the sky all 
night. Relax by an open fire or relax 
under the stars on the outdoor deck. 
Late this afternoon we’ll set out to the 
lunettes for a hopefully spectacular 
sight. 
Overnight Mungo Lodge
Meals: BLD

DAY 4. MUNGO NP, WENTWORTH, 
MILDURA 
We’ll have a morning tour of Mungo to 
learn how the Aboriginal culture stayed 
strong to care for Country in the face 
of extreme climate change that dried 
up the lakes and changed the whole 
landscape. We’ll hear the history of 
Mungo Man and Mungo woman, and 
the effects of European settlement in 
the area. A short drive south takes us to 
Wentworth, once the largest river port 
in Australia with over 400 boats plying 

DAY 1. 20 AUG: SYDNEY TO ALBURY
Meet your fellow travellers this morning 
and drive south to Jugiong. Bypassed 
from the highway, the small town 
comprises little more than a church, a 
pub and a service station, but it also 
has the Long Track Pantry, a superb 
and suprising cafe offering excellent 
coffee and homemade treats. Drive 
through historic Gundagai, and walk 
along the Murrumbidgee river to 
see the four bridges spanning the 
flats. Preservation of the spectacular  
latticework of these wooden trusses, 
is classified by the National Trust as 
essential to Australia’s heritage. A little 
further sout we visit the surprising village 
of Holbrook and find out why the HMAS 
Otway submarine is in the town park, 
200km from the ocean. Just a shrt drive 
takes us to Albury for our first night, 
where we’ll have dinner together.

(You can join us in Albury if you prefer) 
Overnight Albury
Meals: Dinner

DAY 2.  JERILDERIE, HAY PLAINS  
Cross the Murray and explore the 
fertile region that produces delicious 
cheeses, olives and wines. We’ll stop 
at an olive grove for some tastings 
near Rutherglen, then cross back to 
NSW and visit the Corowa Distillery 
for whisky and chocolate sampling 
before we drive to Jerilderie. This was 
Ned Kelly’s only foray in NSW, and a 
remarkable 3 days, as you’ll see on the 
self guided walk around town. This was 
where he attempted to have his 8,000 
word manifesto published. It remained 
hidden for 100 years and is now known 
as the  ‘Jerilderie letter’. 

Hay

The Hay Plains

Our co-founder Rose saw this rainbow start to grow 
while driving across the Hay Plains last year, eventually 

stopping to watch the its complete journey
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the Murray and the Darling rivers.  
The heavy rains in April, have made 
their way from the creeks in northern 
NSW and Queensland to join the 
Darling River making it flow all the way 
to join The Murray River and eventually 
flow to the ocean in South Australia. 
WYou’ll have time to visit the Pioneer 
museum, with fossilised remains of 
megafauna dating back 1.8m years as 
well as over 3,000 local artefacts. We’ll 
take a walk along the river bank to see 
to two rivers meet, creating the 4th 
largest river system in the world. Cross 
the river to Mildura for our 2 night stay.
Overnight Mildura
Meals: BL

DAY 5. RIVER CRUISE AND WINERY 
Board a Paddle Steamer for a cruise 
along the Murray. We’ll cross through 
a lock as we are lowered to the 
downstream level and be raised again 
on the return journey. We’ll then visit the 
Inland Botanic Gardens, and end the 
afternoon at Trentham Estate, a family-
owned winery. Located on the banks 
of the Murray, its a perfect place for 
an afternoon wine tasting by the river 
before we return to Mildura.
Overnight Mildura
Meals: BL 

DAY 6. MILDURA, SEA LAKE TYRRELL
Mildura has long been regarded as one 
of Australia’s richest food bowls. Take 
your time ths morning to wander and 
sample the wonderful local produce 
the region is famous for. 
A shortish drive takes us to Sea Lake, 
home to one of the most dramatic Art 
Silos, celebrating the still and silence 
found in outback Victoria, and the 
bush dreaming and night sky.
Lake Tyrrell is Victoria’s largest salt 
lake, near the township of Sea Lake. 
From May to October there is usually 
a shallow layer of water covering the 
salt, creating a mirror-like surface. In 
still weather the reflection of the sky is 
superb. Away from any light pollution, 
the stars shine brightly and it feels as 
though you are standing amongst 
them as they reflect on the water. The 
darkness and endless sky also provides 
the perfect environment to view the 
dazzling constellations. We’ll visit both 
of these today, and have the option for 
a return night visit to the lake if the sky 
is clear.  
Overnight: Sea Lake
Meals: BL

DAY 7. LAKE BOGA, ECHUCA
Option for a sunrise return to the lake 
before breakfast, as well as another 
view of the art silos in the morning sun.
We’ll drive east to Lake Boga, a top-
secret repair base for Catalina aircraft 
in World War II. The town played a 
critical role in the Allied War effort, with 
over 1,000 planes being serviced here, 
and the locals were forbidden to speak 
to outsiders about it. A leisurely drive 
to Echuca will allow us to call in to The 
Great Aussie Beer Shed and Heritage 
Farm Museum, taking you down 

memory lane with an unbelievable 
display of Aussie paraphernalia. 
Echuca has plenty of attractions as 
well, with a Holden museum, distillery 
and Port museum.  
Overnight: Echuca
MEALS: BL

DAY 8.  GLENROWAN, BEECHWORTH
On our drive to Glenrowan we’ll detour 
to visit to beautiful Clydesdale horses 
painted on the silo at Goormbat, one 
of the most imprressive silos in the 
area. Glenrowan is the site of the final 
siege and capture of Ned Kelly and his 
gang in 1880. Their story is preserved 
in attractions, museums and historic 
walks throughout the town. We’ll take 
in the special effects, projections and 
animatronics in the entertaining show 
telling the Kelly Gang story. We’ll then 
drive to Beechworth, one of the best 
living examples of how our nation grew 
and prospered with over 30 buildings 
listed with the National Trust.
We’ll be guided by a local expert on 
a private tour to see these original 
buildings first hand and discover the 
stories behind the grand facades. We’ll 
then return to Albury for our final night.
Here in the high country we are 
surrounded by fertile land so we’ll have 
a special final  lunch sampling some 
of regions wine and local produce. 
Overnight Albury
Meals: BL

DAY 9.  ALBURY TO SYDNEY 
After breakfast we’ll start our drive back 
to Sydney with a few stops along the 
way.
MEALS: B

Farm lands in RiverinaMeeting of the rivers

TO BOOK YOUR PLACE:
Please call 1300 738 168, or email 
enquiries@forwardtravel.com.au  
with any questions and to book your 
place.

A $300 per person deposit is due within 3 
days of booking. 
Balance is due 45 days before departure.

We will send you a booking form to be  
completed and returned along with a copy 
fof some form of photo ID, eg: passport 
or Driver’s License.

Deposits are non refundable so we 
suggest you take out suitable travel 
insurance . 

Please see the website for full terms and 
conditions. www.forwardtravel.com.au

IS THIS TRIP A GUARANTEED DEPARTURE?
We require a minimum of 6 people to 
operate the trip as described.

TRAVEL INSURANCE
Suitable personal travel insurance is 
recommended. We can arrange this for 
you.

STATE BORDERS 
We’re hoping the state borders will 
remain open be open so we can cross 
from NSW to Victoria and return.
 
CHANGES TO ITINERARY: 
Due to the unpredicatable nature ofd 
travelling, our itineraries are flexible and 
may change due to local conditions.

PRICES PER PERSON: 

TWIN SHARE:  $2,985
SINGLE:   $3,745

PRICE INCLUDES:
 9 Genuine small group tour with maximum 15  travellers
 9 Forward Travel co-founder, David Smyth as your Driver and Tour Leader.
 9 Travel in lspacious and comfrtoable  24 seater bus
 9 7 night country hotel/motel accommodation with private bathrooms
 9 1 night at the award winning Mungo Lodge
 9 Most meals included: Breakfast & lunch daily, and a welcome dinner
 9 All entry fees
 9 Visit several Art silos and other murals along the way
 9 Follow the sotry of Ned Kelly from NSW to Victoria
 9 Gold Rush and history throught the journey,especially in Rutherglen, Beechworth
 9 Historic river life in Wenthworth, Mildura and Echuca
 9 Shearers Hall of Fame in Hay
 9 Take the back roads through tiny villages and have lunch in true outback pub
 9 Wine taste at a family run winery on the Murray River
 9 Walk along the junction of The Murray and The Darling Rivers in Wentworth
 9 Explore the historic towns in southern NSW and Victoria
 9 Sunset and hopefully mirror on Lake Tyrell Victoria’s largest salt lake
 9 Discover the amazing WWII history of Lake Boga
 9 Support regional communities after drought, fire, flood and lockdown
 9 Wine and produce tasting in Rutherglen, Corowa, and Wentworth, 

 
20-28 AUGUST 

STARTS / FINISHES IN SYDNEY 
You can join un in Albury as well, so Seniors can take advantage of the great rails fares
(pick up location/s to be advised when tour bookings are finalised)
(Approximate pick up time is 9am, and drop off time is 6pm
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TO BOOK YOUR PLACE:
Please call 1300 738 168, or email 
enquiries@forwardtravel.com.au  
with any questions and to book your place.

Please see the website for full terms and 
conditions. www.forwardtravel.com.au

PRICES PER PERSON: 

TWIN SHARE:  $3,950
SINGLE:   $5,180
* NSW pension card holders can receive their discount travel for the rail fare.

PRICE INCLUDES:

 9 Guided tour of Sidings Springs observatory in The Warrumbungles NP
 9 Exclusive night sky guided tour at a private observatory
 9 Guided tour and opal fossicking in Lightning Ridge
 9 Tour of the Fish Traps in Brewarrina, the oldest human made structure Earth
 9 Paddle boat cruises on The Darling River and the Murray River
 9 Cultural riverbank walk in Bourke and visit to Back O’Bourke centre
 9 Tour and morning tea at historic Dunlop Station
 9 Hosted stay at an authentic sheep station, with tour by the owner, sunset 

nibbles, bush dinner and drinks by the camp fire
 9 Lunch at some of the most iconic and remote outback pubs
 9 Visit Bourke & Will’s last campsite before their ill-fated journey to the desert
 9 Take a 2hr bird and sunset cuise on Menindee Lakes
 9 Guided tour in the incredible Mungo World Heritage site
 9 See the Darling and Murray rivers meet
 9 Sunset visit to the Broken Hill Living Desert Sculpture trail 
 9 Guided tour to rock art in Mutawintji National Park
 9 Dinner at Palace Hotel in Broken Hill
 9 1st Class XPT Train travel from Broken Hill to Sydney
 9 Guided night sky photography and star gazing in the outback
 9 Winery lunches in Mudgee and Wentworth
 9 Breakfast daily, 4 lunches and 2 dinners 
 9 Comfortable hotel/motel accommodation with private facilities
 9 Personally escorted by Forward Travel co-founder, Rose Toohey
 9 Spacious and comfortable 24 seater bus
 9 Limited to just 16 travellers

 
FRIDAY 08 - TUESDAY 19 OCTOBER

STARTS / FINISHES IN SYDNEY 
You can extend the trip and stay longer in Broken Hill.  
Let us know before final payment so we can change the train ticket.
(pick up location/s to be advised when tour bookings are finalised)

Book both trips and save 5% on each.

The Darling River is flowing fuller and faster than in recent memory. The 
Outback is alive with wildflowers, and The Menindee Lakes are filling for 
the first time in years.  
We’re setting out to explore Central and Outback NSW on our very 
own Darling River Run. Come with us across a vast landscape, filled 
with flora, fauna, triumph, tragedy and outback characters. It has 
wondrous skies, endless plains and is home to the oldest living culture 
on Earth. 
Our 12 day journey will be a grand experience, from the stars above to 
the opals below, from dry plains to flooded lakes, and ancient culture 
to modern ingenuity. We look Forward to sharing it with you.


